
T H E  E P I S T L E  O F  I G N AT I U S  T O  T H E

S M Y R N E A N S

CHAPTER I.
1  Dec lar es  his  j oy  for  the ir  f irmness  in
the  Gospel .  4  Enlar ges  on  the  person  of
Chris t ,  against  such  as  pr etend  that
Chris t  d id not  suf f er.
 IGNATIUS,  who  is  also  cal led
Theohorus,  to  the  church  of  God
the  Father,  and  of  the  beloved  Jesus
Christ ,  which  God  hath  merciful ly
blessed  with  every  good  gift ;  being
fi l led  with  faith  and  charity,  so  that
it  is  wanting  in  no  gift ;  most  worthy
of  God,  and  fruitful  in  saints;  the
church  which  is  at  Smyrna  in  Asia;
al l  through  his  immaculate  spir it ,
through word of  God. 
 2  I  glor ify  God,  even  Jesus  Christ ,
who has given you such wisdom. 
 3  For  I  have  observed  that  you  are
sett led  in  an  immoveable  faith,  as  if
you  were  nai led  to  the  cross  of  our
Lord  Jesus  Christ ,  both  in  the  f lesh
and  in  the  spir it ;  and  are  confirmed
in  love  through  the  blood  of  Christ ;
being  ful ly  persuaded  of  those
things which relate unto our Lord. 
 4  Who  truly  was  of  the  race  of
David according to the  f lesh,  but  the
Son  of  God  according  to  the  wil l
and power of  God; truly born of  the
Virgin,  and baptised of  John;  that  so
al l  r ighteousness  might  be  fulf i l led
by him. 
 5  He  was  also  truly  crucif ied  by
Pontius  Pilate,  and  Herod  the
Tetrarch,  being  nailed  for  us  in  the
f lesh;  by  the  fruits  of  which  we  are,
even by his  most blessed Passion;  
 6  That  he  might  set  up  a  token  for
al l  ages  through  his  resur rection,  to
al l  his  holy  and  faithful  ser vants,
whether  they  be  Jews  or  Gentiles,  in

one body of  his church.  
 7  Now  al l  these  things  he  suffered
for  us  that  we  might  be  saved;  and
he  suffered  truly,  as  he  also  truly
raised  up  himself ;  and  not,  as  some
unbelievers  say,  that  he  only  seemed
to  suffer;  they  themselves  'only
seeming to be. '  
 8  And  as  they  bel ieve  so  shal l  it
happen  unto  them,  when  being  di -
vested of  the body they shal l become
mere spirits.  
 9  But  I  know that  even  after  his  re -
sur rection  he  was  in  the  f lesh;  and  I
believe that he is st i l l  so.  
 10  And  when  he  came  to  those  who
were  with  Peter,  he  said  unto  them,
Take,  handle  me,  and  see  that  I  am
not  an  incorporeal  daemon.  And
straightway  they  felt  and  believed;
being  convinced  both  by  his  f lesh
and spir it .  
 11  For  this  cause  they  despised
death,  and  were  bound  to  be  above
it .  
 12  But  after  his  resur rection  he  did
eat  and  drink  with  them,  as  he  was
f lesh;  although  as  to  his  Spirit  he
was united to the Father. 

CHAPTER II.
1  Exhorts  them  against  her e t ic s.  8  The
danger of  the ir  doc tr ine .  
 NOW  these  things,  beloved,  I  put
you  in  mind  of,  not  questioning  but
that  you  yourselves  also  believe  that
they are so.  
 2  But I  arm you before-hand against
cer tain  beasts  in  the  shape  of  men,
whom you must not only  not  receive,
but  if  it  be  possible  must  not  meet
with. 
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 3  Only  you must  pray  for them, that
if  it  be  the  will  of  God they may  re -
pent ;  which  yet  will  be  very  hard.
But of  this our Lord Jesus Christ  has
the power, who is our true l ife.  
 4  For  if  al l  these  things  were  done
only  in  show  by  our  Lord,  then  do  I
also seem only to be bound: 
 5  And  why  have  I  given  up  myself
to death,  to the f ire,  to the  sword,  to
wild beasts? 
 6  But  now  the  nearer  I  am  to  the
sword,  the nearer I  am to God: when
I shall  come among the wild beasts,  I
shal l come to God. 
 7  Only  in  the  name  of  Jesus  Christ ,
I  undergo all ,  to  suffer  together  with
him;  he  who was  made a perfect  man
strengthening, me. 
 8  Whom  some  not  knowing,  do
deny;  or  rather  have  been  denied  by
him,  being  the  advocates  of  death,
rather  than  of  the  truth.  Whom
neither  the  prophecies,  nor  the  law
of  Moses  have  persuaded;  nor  the
Gospel  itself,  even  to  this  day;  nor
the sufferings of  every one of  us. 
 9  For  they  think  also  the  same
things  of  us.  For  what  does  a  man
prof it  me,  if  he  shal l  praise  me,  and
blaspheme  my  Lord;  not  confessing
that he was truly made man? 
 10  Now  he  that  doth  not  say  this,
does  in  effect  deny  him,  and  is  in
death.  But  for  the  names  of  such  as
do  this,  they  being  unbelievers,  I
thought  it  not  f itt ing  to  write  them
unto you. 
 11  Yea,  God  forbid  that  I  should
make  any  mention  of  them,  t i l l  they
shal l  repent  to  a  true  belief  of
Christ 's  passion,  which  is  our  resur -
rection.  
 12  Let  no man deceive himself ;  both
the  things  which  are  in  heaven,  and
the  glorious  angels,  and  princes,
whether  vis ible  or  invisible,  if  they
believe  not  in  the  blood of  Christ ,  it

shal l  be  to  them,  unto  condemna -
tion.  
 13  He that  is  able  to receive  this,  let
him receive  it .  Let  no man's  place  or
state  in  the  world  puff  him  up:  that
which  is  worth  all  his  faith and char -
ity,  to it  nothing is to be prefer red. 
 14  But  consider  those  who  are  of  a
different  opinion from us,  as  to what
concerns  the  g race  of  Jesus  Christ
which  is  come unto  us,  how contrary
they are to the design of  God. 
 15  They  have  no  regard  to  charity,
no  care  of  the  widow,  the  fatherless,
and  the  oppressed;  of  the  bond  or
free,  of  the hungry or thirsty. 
 16  They  abstain  from  the  eucharist ,
and  from  the  public  offices;  because
they  confess  not  the  eucharist  to  be
the  f lesh  of  our  Saviour  Jesus  Christ
which  suffered  for  our  sins,  and
which  the  Father  of  his  goodness
raised again from the dead. 
 17  And  for  this  cause  contradicting
the gift of  God, they die in their  dis -
putes;  but  much  better  would  it  be
for  them  to  receive  it ,  that  they
might one day rise through it .  
 18  It  wi l l  therefore  become  you.  to
abstain  from  such  persons,  and  not
to speak with them, neither  in  public
nor in private. 
 19  But  to  hearken  to  the  prophets,
and  especial ly  to  the  Gospel,  in
which  both  Christ 's  passion  is  mani -
fested  unto  us,  and  his  resur rection
perfectly  declared. 
 20  But  f lee  all  divis ions,  as  the  be -
ginning of  evi ls.  

CHAPTER III.
1 Exhorts  them to fol low the ir  bishop and
pastors ;  but  espec ia l ly  the i r  b ishop.  6
Thanks  them  for  the i r  kindness,  11  and
acquaints  them  with  the  ceas ing  of  the
persecut ion at Ant ioch.  
 SEE  that  ye  al l  follow  your  bishop,
as  Jesus  Christ ,  the  Father;  and  the
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presbytery,  as  the  Apost les;  and  rev-
erence  the  deacons,  as  the  command
of  God. 
 2  Let  no  man  do  any  thing  of  what
belongs  to  the  church  separately
from the bishop. 
 3  Let  that  eucharist  be  looked  upon
as  well  established,  which  is  either
offered  by  the  bishop,  or  by  him  to
whom the  bishop  has  given.  his  con -
sent.  
 4  Wheresoever  the  bishop  shall  ap -
pear,  there  let  the  people  also  be:  as
where  Jesus  Christ  is,  there  is  the
Catholic  church. 
 5  It  is  not  lawful  without  the  bish -
op;  neither  to  bapt ize,  nor  to  celeb -
rate  the  Holy  Communion  but  what -
soever  he  shal l  approve  of,  that  is
also  pleasing  unto  God;  that  so
whatever  is  done,  may  be  sure  and
well  done. 
 6  For  what  remains,  it  is  very  reas -
onable  that  we  should  repent  whilst
there is yet t ime to return unto God.
 7  It  is  a  good thin  to have  a  due re -
gard both to God, and to the bishop:
he  that  honours  the  bishop,  shal l  be
honoured  of  God;  but  he  that  does
any  thing  without  his  knowledge,
ministers unto the devi l .  
 8  Let  all  things  therefore  abound to
you  in  charity;  seeing  that  ye  are
worthy. 
 9  Ye have refreshed me in al l  things;
so  shall  Jesus  Christ  you.  Ye  have
loved  me  both  when  I  was  present
with  you,  and  now  being  absent,  ye
cease not to do so. 
 10  May  God  be  your  reward,  for
whom  whilst  ye  undergo  al l  things,
ye shal l attain unto him. 
 11  Ye have done well  in  that  ye  have
received  Philo,  and  Rheus
Agathopus,  who  followed  me  for  the
word  of  God,  as  the  deacons  of
Christ our God. 
 12  Who  also  gave  thanks  unto  the

Lord  for  you,  forasmuch  as  ye  have
refreshed  them  in  all  things.  Nor
shal l any thing that you have done be
lost to you.  
 13  My  soul  be  for  yours,  and  my
bonds  which  ye  have  not  despised,
nor  been  ashamed  of.  Wherefore
neither  shal l .  Jesus  Christ ,  our  per -
fect faith,  be ashamed of  you. 
 14  Your  prayer  is  come  to  the
church of  Antioch,  which  is  in  Syria.
From  whence  being  sent  bound  with
chains  becoming  God.  I  salute  the
churches;  being  not  worthy  to  be
cal led from thence,  as  being the least
among them. 
 15  Nevertheless  by  the  will  of  God
I  have  been  thought  worthy  of  this
honour;  not  for  that  I  think  I  have
deserved it ,  but by the g race of  God;
 16  Which  I  wish  may  be  perfectly
given  unto  me,  that  through  your
prayers I may attain unto God. 
 17  And  therefore,  that  your  work
may  be  fully  accomplished,  both
upon  ear th  and  in  heaven;  it  wi l l  be
fitt ing,  and  for  the  honour  of  God,
that  your  church  appoint  some
worthy  deldgate,  who  being  come  as
far  as  Syr ia,  may  rejoice  together
with them that  they are in  peace;  and
that  they  are  again  restored  to  their
former state,  and have again received
their proper body.  
 18  Wherefore  I  should  think  it  a
worthy  action,  to  send  some  one
from you with  an epist le,  to  congrat -
ulate  with  them  their  peace  in  God;
and  that  through  your  prayers,  they
have now gotten to their  harbour.  
 19  For  inasmuch  as  ye  are  perfect
yourselves,  you  ought  to  think  those
things that  are perfect.  For when you
are  desirous  to do well ,  God is  ready
to enable you there. unto. 
 20  The love of  the  brethren that  are
at  Troas  salute  you;  from  whence  I
write  to  you  by  Burrhus  whom  ye
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sent  with me,  together  with the  Eph -
esians,  your brethren; and who has in
al l Things refreshed me. 
 21  And  I  would  to  God  that  all
would imitate him, as being a pattern
of  the  ministry  of  God.  May  his
g race ful ly reward him. 
 22  I  salute  your  very  worthy  bishop,
and  your  venerable  presbytery;  and
your  deacons,  my  fel low-servants;
and  al l  of  you  in  general ,  and  every
one  in  particular,  in  the  name  of  Je -
sus  Christ ,  and  in  his  f lesh  and
blood;  in  his  passion  and  resur rec -
t ion  both  f leshly  and  spir itually;  and
in the unity of  God with you.  
 23  Grace  be  with  you,  and  mercy,
and  peace,  and  patience,  for  ever -
more. 
 24  I  salute  the  families  of  my
brethren,  with  their  wives  and  chi l -
dren;  and  the  virg ins  that  are  called
widows.  Be  strong  in  the  power  of
the  Holy  Ghost.  Philo,  who  is
present with me salutes you.  
 25  I  salute  the  house  of  Tavias,  and
pray  that  it  may  be  strengthened  in
faith  and  charity,  both  of  f lesh  and
spir it .  
 26  I  salute  Alce  my  wel l-beloved,
together  with  the  incomparable
Daphnus,  and  Eutechnus,  and  all  by
name. 
 27  Farewel l in the g race of  God. 
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